
Student Scholars 

Supported by a generous donation from the Malú and Carlos Alvarez Family,
WACA’s selective Student Scholars Program enables 25 young leaders to
attend the National Conference and participate in exclusive programming.   

Eligibility and Selection

Every Council in good standing may nominate one
student attending a local college or university

A WACA selection committee chooses 25 finalists

WACA waives the conference fee and provides
$1250 to assist Councils with travel and lodging costs

Students are required to attend the entire National
Conference from November 18 - 20, 2026

Students participate in Scholar Day, a curated
exploration of think tanks, embassies, and other
international organizations in Washington, DC 

At-a-Glance

What Councils Need to Know
Nomination Application Selection

Councils actively recruit
students from local colleges,
ensuring a diverse applicant
pool. Then, they nominate
one promising candidate by
September 25, 2026.

A WACA committee selects
the 25 finalists by October
9, 2026. We seek a diverse
group of young leaders from
many backgrounds that best
represents our Council map.

Nominate an outstanding undergraduate in your
Council’s region by September 25, 2026!

Currently-enrolled full-time undergraduate student
at a U.S. community college or university

Every major is eligible. Applicants must show an
      active engagement with global affairs or an intent    
      to pursue an international career, or both

Among equally-qualified candidates, those with
little prior Council engagement have preference

Those not eligible include: 
High school students
Undergraduates at colleges in Greater DC
Graduate students
Prior nominees 

Students and Councils
both have materials to
submit. Use the web page
or QR code below to see
the information required
from whom and by when. 

Award

Student Scholars attend at
minimal cost (incidentals).
We waive the conference fee
and Councils receive $1250 to
defray lodging & travel costs
for their student. 

https://worldaffairscouncils.org/student-scholars-program/
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